
Derwent Class Day 1 

Reception Maths 

 Aim: To recognise small numbers 

without counting (subitise).   

 

Children to make the biggest loop of 

dominoes that they can, such that 

neighbouring ends have a total of 6 

spots.  

It is possible to use all the dominoes! 

  

Maths 

Objective: Y1: Learn to count in 2s. 

Y2: Count in 2s; Recognise odd and even numbers. 

 

Language: multiple, multiply,  odd, even, equal 

Count out loud in 2’s until your child joins in. 

What was the sequence? What do we know that comes in sets of 2? Shoes! Can we count how many shoes there 

are in the cupboard (or wherever you store shoes) without counting each one? 

Y1 What else can be counted in 2’s around the house? Can we use it to ‘quick count’ your toys if we line them up 

in 2’s? 

Yr 2 write down the numbers that are said when you count in 2’s from 0. What do we notice about these 

numbers? They are all even. If we share them into 2 groups, there won’t be any left-over ‘odd ones out’. 

Investigate numbers greater than 20, do all even number or multiples end in these numbers? Can you write a 

rule to explain this? 

English 

Objective Writing questions 

https://www.slideshare.net/timothydeanbutler/clipboards/dear-

greenpeace 

Show chn front cover of Dear Greenpeace. Ask them what they notice . 

Listen to, or read the story noticing that all the letters start with Dear, while 

Emily’s end with Love, and letters from Greenpeace end with Yours sincerely – 

explain that this a formal way to end a letter, used if you don’t know someone. 

 

Also note that Emily’s first four letters include questions for Green-peace to 

answer. Find examples of the questions in the book and highlight the question 

mark. Ask chn what questions they would like answered if they found a whale in 

their pond. Record these questions making sure a question mark is used.   

 

Reception verbally ask questions. 

Science 

Objectives 

• I can grow a plant from scraps and suggest how to care for them.   

• I can explain what is happening. 
 
Language  
  
Look at the flip chart on Dojo 

 Remind the children about growing the seeds and bulbs we found near the moon tree. What did that grow 
into? 

 Grow a carrot top, watch over a period of time how it changes and grows. This can be repeated with 
celery, onions, lettuce. 

 When eating fruit, can you find the seeds? How could we use these and plant them? How will it grow. Will 
it make another fruit? Will it make a plant, tree etc. 

 

 

Reception English 

Write a list of the animals in the book 

r animals that you have seen at the 

zoo. 

 

https://www.slideshare.net/timothydeanbutler/clipboards/dear-greenpeace
https://www.slideshare.net/timothydeanbutler/clipboards/dear-greenpeace


Derwent day 2 

Reception maths 

Aim: To recognise small numbers without counting.  To see that numbers can be arranged in different ways. 

 Children choose a number from 5 to 10 and draw a loop around that number of dots. They do this in different 
ways to find lots of different arrangements of that number.  

 You may need to show the child to replicate. 

 

Maths  
Objective: Y1: Begin to recognise odd and even numbers. 

Y2: Recognise multiples of 2, 5 and 10 and describe patterns. 

Pick out 4 socks. Is 4 an odd or even number?  Children discuss what is an even number. Establish that if 4 is an even 

number, the socks can be matched up in pairs with no left-over socks. There are two pairs and no socks left over, so 4 

is an even number! Write 4 in the even number on one side. Repeat with 7. We have got one sock left over. Does this 

mean that 7 is an odd or even number? Mark odd and even numbers on a numberline (drawn numbers to 20) what 

do you notice? 

Y2 Count in 5’s and write the numbers as you count, what do you notice about these numbers? Write the following 

numbers on the board: 24, 85, 60, 125, 346, 910, 2870, 5475, 36,780 and 48,482. Read each of the numbers. Which 

of these are multiples of 5? How do you know?  

 

 

History 
Objectives  

• I can recall and explain facts about Mary Seacole 

Look at the power point presentation 

 
 Children answer the questions from the Lesson Presentation about the Crimean War and the army hospitals in the Crimea.  

How can we answer these questions?  
 
Introduce the children to Mary Seacole by reading through the facts. Show them the map of Jamaica and explain how her name 
changed when she got married.  

 
Read through the information and explain the challenges Mary faced. Discuss how she overcame these challenges and what this tells us 
about her personality and character.  

 
 Discuss how the actions Mary took would have helped the soldiers in her ‘British Hotel’ hospital.  

 
 Explain how Mary’s actions had a positive impact on nursing today.  

 

Make a fact file about Mary Seacole 

 

English 

Objective Locate and select facts. 

Re-read  or listen to Dear Greenpeace. Explain that Greenpeace are a collection of people who know a lot about animals and 

who try to protect and look after them, and that is why Emily wrote to them about the blue whale living in her pond. 

Explain that a whale is an endangered species.  

Endangered means these animals are at risk of dying out (extinction) and that they must be protected. Talk about animals 

that are endangered and discuss what they know about them, e.g. what they eat, where they live, why are they endangered, 

etc. use the internet and books to find out about endangered animals, choose one animal that particularly interests them. We 

will use this animal later in the week.  

 



 

Derwent day 3 

 

 

Reception maths 

Aim: To count objects greater than 

20.  

To make an estimate. 

 Children choose a number 
between 20 and 100, count 
out that number of bricks, 
then use them to make a 
model.  

 Adult to do the same. Guess 
how many bricks each of you 
used. 

Art 

Objective  
I can choose natural materials for my land art sculpture. I can choose how I want to arrange my sculpture. I can arrange my 
materials carefully to make land art. 

Use the power point to look at sculpture 

Introduce children to the artist Andy Goldsworthy and his work. 
Introduce the idea of land art as art that is a part of the landscape and is left to erode 
naturally. 

Together using natural materials, create a land art sculpture outside in the garden. Talk about making choices about pattern and colour and using a 
range of material. Flour paste can be used to glue the lighter materials to the floor if it is windy. Explain that this is glue made from natural 
materials and will wash away without causing any damage. 
 
Take photographs to record their work. It is important to take photographs of 
the finished pieces as the photographs will be used in another lesson. 

 

 

Maths 

WALT Y1: Find doubles to double 6. 

Y2:  Counting in 3s; recognise multiples of 3. 

Y 1 What is double 3? Ask how they calculated it. Explain that when we double a number, we are actually adding it to 

itself, e.g. 4 + 4, 6 + 6, etc. Play the game described below. 

Children each write the even numbers from 2 to 12 in a 2 by 3 grid. 

Player 1 rolls a 1–6 dice. 

The child doubles the number rolled, using fingers to help as necessary. They ring the number in their grid.  

Player 2 rolls the dice and repeats.  

Play continues. If child already have the double, the turn passes to their opponent. 

The first player to ring all 6 doubles wins.  

Y2 Children ‘whisper counting’ in steps of 3, up to 21. Whisper 1,2,say 3. Whisper 4,5 say 6 etc    

Repeat, this time writing the emphasised numbers: 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21. If available mark them on a 100 square. 

What patterns do you notice? 

Shuffle the number cards (1–30) and place in a pile, facedown. Children take turns to pick one card at random. Is the 

number a multiple of 3? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 

Objective  find specific information. 

Look back at the animals that you researched yesterday. Which animal 

interested you? 

You will find one of these in your garden. What things will you need to 

know? 

What it eats, what its habitat is like, appearance, activity etc. 

Choose 2 questions that you will ask Greenpeace about your animal. 

Research the answers to these questions. 



Derwent day 4 

Reception Maths 

Aim: To use pattern to estimate quantities up to 20. 

 Take turns to secretly hide a small number (up to 10) of small items (stones, dried peas) under a dish. 

 They lift the dish briefly for the child to see, but not long enough to count them. Take an estimate of how many. 

 Reveal the items. Were you close? Well done! Stress that estimates are very good if they are close, but 
they do not need to be exact. 

 

Maths Objective  Y1Double numbers up to 12. 

Y2:  Multiply by 2, 3, 5 and 10, using beaded lines. 

 Show children 2 sweets. How many would I have if I doubled this number of sweets?  

 Model this by bringing out another 2 sweets.  

 Explain that when we double a number, we add that amount again, e.g. 2 doubled is 2 + 2 = 4, 3 

doubled is 3 + 3 = 6, etc.  

 Repeat with other numbers of sweets, e.g. 6, 7, 10, etc. 

 Rehearse the doubles from double 1 to double 12. Note that all the answers are even -  because 

there are two groups of the same, so no odd one left over. 

 

 Ask child to think about counting in 2s as you write 5 × 2 =        

 Ask child to suggest how we might read this. Explain: We can read this as 5 lots of 2, or 5 times 

2. 

 On a numberline (or ruler), count in jumps of 2, until we have done 5 jumps (5 jumps of 2 

numbers).  counting in 2’s   

 Count on in 2s to show that 5 × 2 = 10. 

Repeat, using hops along the numberline to calculate 8 × 2, 3 × 10, 5 × 5, 4 × 3 and 6 × 3, recording as above. 

 counting in 3’s    Read x sign as lots of 

 

 

 

English 

Objective Write a letter to ask a question and write its reply to share 

information. 

Explain to chn that today they will be writing their book. It should have at 

least 5 letters inside it – three from you and two from Greenpeace 

The letters from you will ask a question and the replies from Greenpeace 

will answer the question (i.e. letters which ask for something and letters 

which tell you something). Choose an endangered animal from 

yesterday’s lesson to write the first letter together – explain that you 

love this animal very much and think you have one in your garden/ yard. 

Ask a question at the end of the letter, reinforcing how to use a question 

mark. Together write the reply from Greenpeace, answering the 

question. Use the story to support and structure this. 

Write the first 2 letters. 

 

PSHE 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

zxccwmn/resources/1 

Use this and look at feeling sad. 

Children to make their own face show 

different emotions and explain when 

they felt like this emotion. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxccwmn/resources/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxccwmn/resources/1


 

Derwent day5 

Reception maths 

Aim: To estimate numbers up to 40. 

 Can you estimate how many sweets are in the first jar? More than 5…? Less than 50…? 

 Together, count to find the exact answer. Was anyone close? 

 Show the second jar. Do you think this jar has more or fewer sweets? Estimate how many sweets are in the jar, 
writing their answer down. 

 Tip the sweets out and count them, arranging them in 10s to help. 

 

#Sweets can be any small object 

Maths  

Objective Y1: Find half of even numbers up to 24.  Y2: Identify properties of numbers and use this to sort them. 

 Give child time to write the digits that even numbers end in, e.g. 0, 2, 4, 6, 8. How about odd numbers? 1, 

3, 5, 7, 9.  

 Demonstrate by counting out an even number, then and odd number of sweets, e.g. 6, then 7. Choose a 

child to come up. If I want to give my friend half my sweets, how many would we each end up with? Model 

sharing 6 sweets until both have 3. Note that there are none left over. Now model sharing 7 sweets until 

both have 3 but with 1 left over. What shall we do with the one left over? It is very tricky to break the sweet 

in half.  

 Demonstrate halving the 12 sweets by giving 6 each. So, half of 12 is 6!  

 Repeat with other even numbers.  

Show number 24. Ask: What can we say about this number? What are its properties?  Anything else? Draw out 

statements such as: 

o It’s even. It’s between 20 and 30. It’s a 2-digit number. It’s greater than 20. It’s not in the 10 times 

table. 

 Now show children the following clues for a mystery number: 

o I am less than 40. 

o I am greater than 25. 

o I am in the 5 times table. 

o I end in 5. 

o What am I? 

 Work through the clues together, crossing out on the 1–100 grid, or using grey squares on the ITP to hide, 
those numbers it cannot be until there is only 1 number left. I am 35! 

 Repeat with these clues: 
o I am less than 60. 

o I am greater than 49. 

o I am a multiple of 2. 

o I end in 8. 

o What am I? 

Again, work through the clues together, crossing out those numbers it cannot be until there is only 1 number left. I am 58! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing project 

One day we will look back on this time 

and remember it. How we remember it is 

down to you. 

Keep a diary of activities, feelings, 

emotions, challenges, the good, the bad, 

what you had to eat, or whatever you 

want to record. 

This could be in pictures, photographs, 

writing, video, audio or however you 

choose.  

English 

Objective Write a letter to ask a question and write its reply to share information. Use information gathered. 
Complete the letters writing the next question and answer than explaining where you spotted your animal (its 

natural habitat).   

This could be made into a book and illustrated. 

RE 

Objective re-tell stories, talking about 
what they say about the world. 
 
Hear/role-play stories from faiths about 
care for animals and the world. 
E.g. From Islam: ‘Muhammad and the ant’ 
(talk about caring for animals, 
looking after pets); ‘Muhammad and the 
thirsty camel’ (talk about how 
the camel felt; whether they have ever 
done something they are sorry 
for). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bN7

KIMmwlc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bN7KIMmwlc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bN7KIMmwlc


I plan to use our Dojo board as a record 

of us together and will make it into a 

book.  

What will be your title? When will you 

record it each day? 


